
 
 

April 7, 2014 

The Honourable Kathleen Wynne 

Premier of Ontario 

 

The Honourable David Orazietti 

Ontario Minister of Natural Resources 

 

The Honourable James Bradley 

Ontario Minister of the Environment 

 

Dear Premier Wynne, Minister Orazietti, and Minister Bradley, 

Last week, we were extremely pleased to learn that final agreements were reached to resurrect the 

Experimental Lakes Area research centre in northwestern Ontario. We are writing to extend our heartfelt 

congratulations and gratitude to the Government of Ontario on this great achievement. We applaud your 

exemplary leadership and strong support for scientific excellence and sustainable management of freshwater 

resources in Canada.  

In particular, we thank you for taking a lead role in negotiations to transfer the ELA to the International 

Institute for Sustainable Development. Moreover, we are very grateful for your $2 million per year funding 

commitment that has made it possible to operate the ELA for the next five years. Without your support, the ELA 

would not have survived. We recognize that it is a difficult decision for any province to step in where the federal 

government has withdrawn funding, and your decision to do so sends a strong signal that you have listened to the 

many Canadians who supported the ELA. Thank you. 

Ontario’s investment in the ELA will ensure the continuation of its unique capabilities to conduct sound 

ecosystem-based science to support effective policy development and environmental management. Importantly, 

this investment in the ELA will provide new and exciting opportunities for training future aquatic scientists to 

solve real world problems. Through partnerships with the new ELA, Ontario universities will be distinctly poised 

to become world leaders in scientific training and research in freshwater and fisheries sciences. 

Given the great challenges we face to secure safe drinking water, clean lakes, and healthy fish 

populations, this wise investment by the Government of Ontario in the Experimental Lakes Area will undoubtedly 

reap rewards for the people of Ontario, and all Canadians, in the years to come. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jules Blais, William Donahue, Britt Hall, Carol Kelly, Karen Kidd, Peter Kirby, Diane Orihel, John Shearer, John 

Smol, Heidi Swanson, Jason Venkiteswaran, Coalition to Save ELA 

Coalition to Save ELA publicly thanks its supporters: http://saveela.org/thank-you/ 

http://saveela.org/thank-you/

