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Scientists react to the transfer of the Experimental Lakes Area to new operator 

Winnipeg’s International Institute of Sustainable Development takes over as of April 2014 

REGINA – Canadian scientists are relieved to learn that Winnipeg’s International Institute for 

Sustainable Development (IISD), with help from the Ontario and Manitoba governments, will 

move to preserve the world renowned Experimental Lakes Area (ELA ).  In May 2012, the federal 

government announced the closure of the world’s foremost freshwater research station which for 

forty years has provided studies on the impacts of aquatic pollutants on lakes.  The takeover by the 

IISD culminates a two year struggle by scientists and citizens to save the ELA.  

This current agreement will allow the ELA to reopen to scientists performing whole lake 

experiments that have been on hold for almost two years.  This work is important, say scientists, 

because ELA is the one place in the world where a pollutant can be added to lakes, in a controlled 

way, in order to understand with certainty the changes that occur due to the pollutant.  As well, the 

ELA will now be able to resume its role in training the brightest aquatic scientists in the world.  

It is with mixed emotions that prominent scientists react to this new agreement.  Dr. Dave 

Schindler (OC, AOE, FRSC, FRS) is encouraged.  "The move to IISD should be good for ELA, 

and for water research in Canada.  In recent years as federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans’ 

(DFO) interest in research has declined, ELA has been increasingly strangled, never able to reach 

its full potential.  Hopefully, with DFO out of the picture, that will change for the better", says Dr. 

Schindler, founding director of the ELA.   

However, while the general consensus is relief that ELA will not be closed, others lament the 

current treatment of science in Canada. “Today is a bittersweet victory ― while we rejoice in the 

hope that ELA will live on, we remain discouraged by the reality that the Canadian government 

refused to reinstate its funding for ELA as a public science program”, says Dr. Diane Orihel, co-

founder of the Coalition to Save ELA.  “Although we believe that the IISD is fully committed to 

running the ELA in manner it deserves, there are significant hurdles the facility needs to overcome 

(such as long term funding stability) to ensure its future” says Dr. John Smol (OC, FRSC). 

“Thankfully the IISD and the governments of Ontario and Manitoba appear to be concerned about 

evidence-based policy when it comes to water issues”. 

“The announced closure of ELA initiated a movement of advocacy for science and provides a 

unique example of how individuals can change a government’s course of action” says Dr. Britt 

Hall, director of the Coalition to Save ELA.  “Without the collective work of many, the Harper 

government would have closed this unique facility that provides vital data on our invaluable 

freshwater ecosystems.”  The Coalition to Save ELA is grateful to the many science societies, 

environmental organizations, lake stewardship groups, First Nations, federal and provincial 

politicians, public service unions, journalists, and citizens for their tremendous support (see 

www.saveela.org/thank-you for a complete list).     
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MEDIA CONTACTS: Dr. Britt Hall 306-337-2355 or 306-537-2899 (English);  Dr. Diane 

Orihel, diane@saveela.org ; Dr. David Schindler, 780-325-3770 or 780-492-1291;  Dr. Alex 

Wolfe (French), 587 879 1142, awolfe@ualberta.ca. 
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