
                                                                                 
   
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Coalition to Save ELA congratulates IISD on reaching agreement with Feds  

to immediately open doors of the ELA research center 

Monitoring and research at Canada’s renowned Experimental Lakes Area will continue in 2013  

REGINA (May 10, 2013)     The Coalition to Save ELA is pleased to learn of a memorandum of 

understanding between the International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) and Fisheries 

and Oceans Canada regarding the future of the Experimental Lakes Area. This memorandum will 

allow research to continue this summer while discussions proceed on the potential transfer of this 

world-renowned research facility. Since March 31, access to the site has been restricted by Fisheries 

and Oceans Canada, and researchers with on-going studies have been in limbo. 

“This is the first sign of sanity I have seen from the Harper government on environmental matters.  

IISD is to be congratulated, and the many supporters of ELA thanked for their efforts”, Dr. David 

Schindler, Killam Memorial Professor of Ecology at the University of Alberta. 

“We are thrilled to learn that both on-going experiments and the long-term ecological monitoring 

program will continue this summer and wish the IISD success in its efforts to become the new home 

for the ELA”, says Dr. Britt Hall, Director of the Coalition to Save ELA. “Canadians should be 

relieved that the IISD has stepped up as the potential guardian of this invaluable, precious resource.” 

The Coalition to Save ELA welcomes IISD's leadership. While it remains to be seen whether the 

transfer will be finalized, the Coalition hopes the IISD     in collaboration with scientists across 

 anada     may explore research questions at ELA that were not supported under the federal 

umbrella. Further, the Coalition hopes scientists working for the IISD will have more freedom to 

openly communicate their research than they currently experience as federal government scientists.  

“This is definitely a positive development”, stated Dr. John Rudd, former ELA Chief Scientist. 

“Going forward, the success of the ELA will depend on the Canadian Government continuing to 

negotiate in good faith, and by the IISD upholding its assurances that the ELA will remain 

scientifically independent into the future”.  

Last year, the Harper Government axed federal funding for ELA, and planned to mothball or 

decommissions the station. Dr. Jules Blais, President of the Society of Canadian Limnologists, said 

“I don't think a scientific research facility has ever attracted this much public support so  uickl    

there were demonstrations on Parliament Hill, countless editorials in newspapers, and a petition 

signed by nearly 30,000  anadians”.  

“It was a mistake for the federal government to stop funding what has been a very solid investment 

for over four decades” asserted Dr. Carol Kelly, a former University of Manitoba Professor. 

“Regulations based on ELA science have saved billions of dollars in environmental damage and 

health care costs. It will be an excellent investment for those who decide to fund it in the future.” 
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MEDIA CONTACTS: 

Britt Hall, Director, Coalition to Save ELA Tel: 306-337-2355 or 306-537-2899 

David Schindler, Professor, University of Alberta, Tel: 780-325-3770 

Email: media@saveela.org  

The Coalition to Save ELA is a nonpartisan group of scientists and citizens concerned about the 

future of Canada’s Experimental Lakes Area. Our mission is to promote awareness and support for 

the Experimental Lakes Area, and to advocate in the interest of all Canadians for the continuation 

of this essential research program. Our vision for ELA is as a world-class research program 

generating sound, scientific evidence for the development of effective public policy, management 

strategies, and stewardship activities to ensure the health of Canada’s freshwaters and fisheries. 

Website: saveela.org, Facebook: facebook.com/savetheela , Twitter: @SaveTheELA, #SaveELA. 
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