
 
 

PRESS RELEASE (EMBARGOED UNTIL NOVEMBER 9, 1:00 pm EST) 

Minister Kent called upon to halt imminent sale of ELA to private sector 

November 9, 2012 (Ottawa) – The Coalition to Save ELA has been informed that the federal 

department of Fisheries and Oceans is on the verge of transferring the Experimental Lakes Area 

(ELA) to a private sector operator. This action is being taken under a veil of secrecy and at a time 

when Parliament is not in session.  

In response to the impending sale of the ELA to a private owner, today the Coalition called 

upon the Canadian Minister of the Environment, Mr. Peter Kent, to take immediate action to stop his 

government from committing a grave error that would have dire consequences for Canada’s ability 

to secure the health of our lakes and the sustainability of our freshwater resources.   

The Coalition to Save ELA, a national organization of scientists and citizens, appealed to 

Minister Kent to swiftly intervene to ensure that ELA remains a public program under the purview 

of the Government of Canada. In an open letter to the Minister Kent today, the authors called on the 

Minister to maintain ELA as a public science program to ensure that research at ELA continues to 

respond to government priorities, guide public policy, and remain in the public interest. 

The authors warn that transferring ELA to private interests will change the focus of its 

research, the perception of the science, the ownership of the scientific data, and the communication 

of findings to the scientific community and the Canadian public. Furthermore, the disposal of ELA 

and the dismantling of its science team will significantly reduce the freshwater science expertise and 

capacity within the Government of Canada. 

“The ELA is the only freshwater research facility capable of providing the necessary science 

to address the serious environmental challenges we face in Canada, now and in the future”, explains 

Diane Orihel, Director of the Coalition to Save ELA. “Unless ELA remains funded by the federal 

government and staffed by public service scientists, the ELA will cease to serve the interests of the 

people of Canada, and our ability to protect our lakes and rivers will be diminished.” 
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MEDIA CONTACT: 

Diane Orihel, Director, Coalition to Save ELA  

Tel: 204-979-2395, Email: media@saveela.org 

The Coalition to Save ELA is a nonpartisan group of scientists and citizens concerned about the future of Canada’s 

Experimental Lakes Area. Our mission is to promote awareness and support for the Experimental Lakes Area, and to 

advocate in the interest of all Canadians for the continuation of this essential research program. Our vision for ELA is 

as a world-class public research program generating sound, scientific evidence for the development of effective public 

policy, management strategies, and stewardship activities to ensure the health of Canada’s freshwaters and fisheries. 

Website: saveela.org, Facebook: facebook.com/savetheela ,Twitter: @SaveTheELA, #SaveELA. 
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