
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Past President of Manitoba Hydro Decries Federal Decision to Close 

Experimental Lakes Area 

WINNIPEG—On May 17, 2012, Canada’s scientific, environmental, and industrial 

communities were shocked to learn that the Government of Canada plans to shut down 

the Experimental Lakes Area (ELA). The ELA is a unique Canadian facility for ground-

breaking freshwater research. It is the only place in the world where scientists can carry 

out whole-lake investigations on a range of environmental problems. The Government of 

Canada has stated that research at ELA no longer fits within the government’s mandate, 

and the world-renowned facility will be terminated in March 2013. This has very broad 

repercussions, and will affect industry's ability to make informed and responsible 

decisions regarding development of our natural resources.  

 

Bob Brennan, who just retired (2011) after serving as the president of Manitoba Hydro 

since 1990, clearly stated his support for the continued operation of the Experimental 

Lakes Area (ELA). Mr. Brennan said: 

  

“ELA provides reliable, practical fresh water research so that governments and 

businesses can make informed decisions regarding actions that degrade our fresh water 

resources.  I strongly encourage the federal government to ensure ELA continues to 

provide invaluable and irreplaceable whole lake ecosystem research.” 

  

Under Mr. Brennan’s presidency, Manitoba Hydro was an important financial supporter 

and co-participant in several ELA experiments. These experiments included the 

conversion of a small lake and wetland to an experimental reservoir. Through this 

partnered experiment, government, academia, and industry were able to better understand 

how creating reservoirs affects mercury accumulation in fish and the production of 

greenhouse gases. This and other related experiments at ELA changed the way reservoirs 

are designed and permitted, and also ensured that the hydro industry could estimate the 

amount of greenhouse gases released from reservoirs. At the time of the closure 

announcement last week, Manitoba Hydro was in the final stages of discussion with ELA 

for a project to study the impacts of hydroelectric water networks on fish productivity. 

This and other industry and policy-relevant projects at the ELA are now in jeopardy. 



The Coalition to Save ELA is a non-partisan group of scientists and citizens concerned about the 

future of Canada’s Experimental Lakes Area. 
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For background on ELA: saveela.org 

 

http://www.saveela.org/

