
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

58 Countries, More than 2,900 People Sign Online Petition to Save Experimental Lakes 

Area 

July 15, 2012 (EDMONTON)—More than 2,900 hundred people from around the globe have 

signed an online petition calling on the Canadian government to save the Experimental Lakes 

Area (ELA). The petition, aimed mostly at international supporters, closed in early July with 

signatories representing 58 countries—one country for every experimental lake at the world-

renowned research facility.  

On May 17, 2012, scientists and staff at Fisheries and Oceans Canada learned that the unique, 

44-year-old whole-ecosystem research center would be closed on March 31, 2013. The facility 

costs $2 million dollars a year to operate.  

The petition calls upon the Harper government to reverse the decision. Signatories from Canada, 

the United States, Europe, South America, Australia, Asia, and Africa commented that the 

decision is ‘short-sighted,’ and ‘damages Canada’s international reputation.’  

Residents of Canada, many of whom are enjoying their summer lakeside, commented that the 

Harper government does not appear to recognize the role of lakes in our national identity and 

heritage.  

Many also note that the decision does little to alleviate the budget deficit. Commented one 

signatory, “For most of my life, I've heard the stories of all the important work ELA has been 

doing. I fear that the long-term cost of ending funding for this kind of research will be very high. 

Let's not be so short-sighted.” 

Signatories also criticize the Harper government’s plan to transfer the facility to a University or 

non-governmental organization and many state that only the federal government has a mandate, 

and the resources left, to conduct this type of research in the public good.  

Dozens of internationally acclaimed scientists also signed the online petition, with one 

commenting that, “the Experimental Lakes Area has been the premier institution for solving the 

world's freshwater problems for nearly 50 years. The decision to close it is a global disaster.”  

The online petition, and comments from signatories can be viewed at:  

http://www.thepetitionsite.com/355/851/152/save-the-experimental-lakes-area/ 

The Coalition to Save ELA is a non-partisan group of scientists and citizens concerned about the 

future of Canada’s famed freshwater research facility, the Experimental Lakes Area. 
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MEDIA CONTACTS: 

 

Coalition to Save ELA  

Diane Orihel, Winnipeg (Tel: 204-979-2395) 

Heidi Swanson, Edmonton (Tel: 587-708-1322) 

Jason Venkiteswaran, Waterloo (Tel: 519-897-3527) 

 

Email: media@saveela.org 
Twitter: @SaveTheELA 

Website: www.saveela.org 
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