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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Eleven Thousand Canadians Speak Out to Save Experimental Lakes Area 

OTTAWA, June 12, 2012—More than 11,000 concerned Canadians have already signed the 
parliamentary petition to oppose the federal closure of Canada’s Experimental Lakes Area 
(ELA), the Coalition to Save ELA announced today. 

In just 17 days since the petition’s launch, the Coalition to Save ELA collected 11,514 signatures 
from Canadians across the country—from B.C. to Newfoundland, and as far north as Nunavut—
all calling upon the federal government to provide the funds to keep Canada’s famed outdoor 
freshwater and fisheries research facility open.  

“We are so encouraged by the groundswell of support from concerned citizens across the country 
to save the ELA,” says Diane Orihel, a leader of the Coalition to Save ELA. “Canadians are 
sending a very clear message to their government about how and where they want their tax 
dollars spent to support the ELA—a message government will be hard pressed to ignore.” 

The Honorable Mac Harb, Senator, joined the Coalition to Save ELA today in Ottawa to 
announce the number of signatures collected. More Canadian freshwater experts also shared their 
dismay over the planned closure of the world-renowned research facility. 

“The ELA has an incredible and invaluable history of understanding critical Canadian water and 
fisheries problems,” says Karen Kidd, Canada Research Chair in Chemical Contamination of 
Food Webs, Biology Department and Canadian Rivers Institute, University of New Brunswick 
Saint John. “More issues threatening our waters are around the corner for Canada. Taking away 
ELA’s unique ability to learn how and when human activities affect lakes is gambling away our 
clean water and healthy fisheries.” 

Jules Blais, Society of Canadian Limnologists President and University of Ottawa researcher, 
says, “The research underway at the Experimental Lakes Area is national in scope, and for more 
than 40 years has played a crucial role in developing sound environmental policy, regulation and 
legislation. The evidence is overwhelming that ELA provides research not only relevant to, but 
critical for, the government to meet its environmental responsibilities to Canadians.” 

The ELA is an irreplaceable federal research program that helps ensure safe drinking water, 
clean lakes and healthy fish for Canadians from coast-to-coast-to-coast. It is the only place in the 
world where whole-ecosystem experiments are combined with long-term monitoring to 
determine the effects of many types of impacts on freshwater quality and fish health. ELA 
research achieves real-world results that laboratory-based studies simply cannot. 
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On May 17, 2012, the Government of Canada informed employees behind closed doors that the 
ELA will be shutdown in March 2013. All scientists and support staff of the facility received 
“affected” letters. 

The Coalition to Save ELA is a non-partisan group of scientists and citizens concerned about the 
future of Canada’s Experimental Lakes Area. 
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Media contacts:  
 
Coalition to Save ELA 
 
Diane Orihel (Central & Western Canada), Tel: 204-979-2395, Email: media@saveela.org  
Jason Venkiteswaran (Eastern Canada), Tel: 519-897-3527, Email:jason@saveela.org	  
	  
For more information, background and photos, please also visit: saveela.org  


