
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Israeli Scientists Condemn Canadian Government’s Decision 
to close the Experimental Lakes Area

TEL AVIV — May 30, 2012 - Israeli scientists have spoken out in opposition to the Government 
of Canada’s decision to shut down the Experimental Lakes Area (ELA), a world-class freshwater 
and fisheries research facility located in Ontario, Canada.

The ELA is a unique Canadian facility for ground-breaking research on freshwater and 
fisheries science. It is the only place in the world where scientists can carry out whole-lake 
investigations on a range of environmental problems that give reliable information for 
developing management polices on water quality and fisheries. The closure of ELA has broad 
repercussions that will affect government and industry's ability to make informed and responsible 
decisions not only in Canada, but around the world.

The letter released today is addressed to Mr. Paul Hunt, Canadian Ambassador to Israel, 
and is signed by the nine scientists in The Kinneret Limnological Laboratory of Israel 
Oceanographic and Limnological Research.  Israel Oceanographic and Limnological Research is 
a national research institution established in 1967 with the mission of generating knowledge for 
sustainable use and protection of Israel's marine, coastal and freshwater resources.

In their letter, the Israeli scientists expressed their deep concern regarding the Canadian 
Government’s intentions, stating that they “appreciate the contribution of ELA scientists and 
research to our knowledge”, and that “together with many scientists worldwide, we have gained 
from the unique experimental approach and the advanced scientific knowledge established at 
ELA.” The Israeli scientists closed their letter with the following call to action: “We send our 
petition to the Government of Canada to reconsider its decision and allow the scientific activity 
at ELA to continue for the benefit of Canada’s environment and freshwater ecosystems 
worldwide.”

Dr. Tom Berman, Research Professor Emeritus at the Kinneret Limnological Laboratory, 
exclaimed that “Not only the international limnological community but also the general public in 
Canada and across the globe has gained from the numerous insights resulting from the trail-
blazing fundamental and applied research at ELA over the past 45 years.  It seems incredible 
that, at this time, the Canadian Government should choose to destroy this unique, world class 
research facility.”

The Israeli scientists are adding their voice to the many other scientific, environmental, 
and industrial communities that were shocked to learn last week that the Government plans to 
terminate the ELA in March 2013.  Al Sosiak, President of the North American Lake 



Management Society, stated that “closure of the ELA will adversely affect our mission to foster 
the management and protection of lakes and reservoirs” in an open letter to Fisheries Minister 
Keith Ashfield. In another open letter, Dr. Cynthia Gilmour, Senior Scientist of the Smithsonian 
Environmental Research Center, told Ministers Kent and Ashfield that “ by shutting ELA you 
remove a critical tool for finding the most reasonable and cost-effective solutions to national and 
international environmental issues”.  

The Coalition to Save ELA is a non-partisan group of scientists and citizens concerned about the 
future of Canada’s Experimental Lakes Area.
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