
 
 

2 July 2012 

 

Rt Hon. Stephen Harper 

Prime Minister 

CANADA 

 

Dear Prime Minister, 

I am the Secretary General of DIVERSITAS of the Western Pacific and Asia (DIWPA). 

DIWPA is an international initiative for biodiversity researches in Asia and Western Pacific 

Region, and its secretary office is managed by Center for Ecological Research, Kyoto Univ. 

To date DIWPA has received supporting letters from 16 countries and regions including 

Australia, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Netherlands, New Zealand, 

Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, Finland and the USA, and later from 44 

countries and regions. DIWPA aims to connect existing networks of people working on 

biodiversity and research projects in Asia and the Western Pacific. DIWPA is not an 

overarching organization; it is instead a flexible network of networks. 

DIWPA has strong objection to the proposed closure in 2013 of Environment Canada’s 

Experimental lakes Area (ELA) in Ontario. DIWPA has been networking with long-term 

monitoring sites/stations in the regions of Asia and Western Pacific. Various kinds of 

environmental problems caused through global climate change have been aggravated all over 

the world during the last generation. Many of biodiversity problems are also the case. We 

human beings should collect and use our science, technology, wisdom and intelligence to 

solve those problems for our future people. Monitoring natural environments to understand 

their status quo and conducting tests and/or experiments to identify the issue(s) in the 

environments are necessary and essential operations. The ELA, which is one of the most 

famous long-term monitoring systems, is a unique research facility for aquatic science, 

world-important for the quality of its work and the relevance of the problems it studies on a 

global as well as domestic basis. We do not have any other comparable facility in the world. It 

continues to be highly productive, tackling contemporary environmental problems of great 

concern to all of us. This is why DIWPA is worried about the closure of ELA. 

We biodiversity researchers know that the sort of work that the ELA carries out requires 

long-term funding. In the last two decades, various kinds of environmental problems caused 

through global climate change have been aggravated all over the world, represented by 

decrease in cryosphere, changes in the world water cycle, deterioration of biodiversity (The 

4th report by IPCC, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change). We human beings 

should collect and use our science, technology, wisdom and intelligence to solve those 



problems for our future generations. In our trial for this, monitoring natural environments to 

understand their status quo and conducting tests and/or experiments to identify the issue(s) in 

the environments are necessary and essential operations. 

ELA may be the most important laboratory for human survival in future, because ELA 

studies on freshwaters indispensable to life. Indiscreet decisions by governments have so far 

had catastrophic damages on human lives, and this is in many cases due to the short term 

economy. So, DIWPA thinks that the closure of the ELA would be our serious loss of precious 

institution to detect environmental crisis which threatens the world people who live in future. 

We hope the Government Canada would continuously commit itself to solve environmental 

problems, urging the Government of Canada to reconsider its decision to close operations at 

the ELA. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Shin-ichi Nakano 

Secretary General of DIWPA 

Center for Ecological Research 

Kyoto University 

Hirano 2-509-3, Otsu 520-2113, Shiga, Japan 

 


