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2 July 2012 

 

Rt Hon. Stephen Harper 

Prime Minister 

CANADA 

 

Dear Prime Minister, 

I am the Director of the Center for Ecological Research (CER), Kyoto University. CER was 

established in 1991 as an inter-university joint-use facility aimed at promoting basic research 

and international cooperative work in the field of ecology. CER has made pioneering 

contributions to ecological science, including aquatic ecology, tropical ecology, plant-animal 

interaction, theoretical ecology, molecular analysis, and conservation ecology. CER has also 

been continuously developing and maintaining state-of the art experimental facilities for high 

quality research for both Japanese and international researchers. It has expanded greatly the 

collaborative research programs through open-use and access of facilities and databases to the 

Japanese and international scientific communities.  

CER has strong objection to the proposed closure in 2013 of Environment Canada’s 

Experimental lakes Area (ELA) in Ontario. Otsu Hydrobiological Station (1914 – 1991), the 

predecessor of the present CER and the first freshwater biological research station in the East 

Asia, had close relationship with ELA. This is why CER is worried about the closure of ELA. 

The ELA is a unique research facility for aquatic science, world-important for the quality of 

its work and the relevance of the problems it studies on a global as well as domestic basis. We 

do not have any other comparable facility in the world. It continues to be highly productive, 

tackling contemporary environmental problems of great concern to all of us.  

We ecologists know that the sort of work that the ELA carries out requires long-term 

funding. In the last two decades, various kinds of environmental problems caused through 

global climate change have been aggravated all over the world, represented by decrease in 

cryosphere, changes in the world water cycle, deterioration of biodiversity (The 4th report by 

IPCC, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change). We human beings should collect and 

use our science, technology, wisdom and intelligence to solve those problems for our future 

generations. In our trial for this, monitoring natural environments to understand their status 

quo and conducting tests and/or experiments to identify the issue(s) in the environments are 

necessary and essential operations. 

ELA may be the most important laboratory for human survival in future, because ELA 

studies on freshwaters indispensable to life. Indiscreet decisions by governments have so far 

had catastrophic damages on human lives, and this is in many cases due to the short term 



economy. So, CER thinks that the closure of the ELA would be our serious loss of precious 

institution to detect environmental crisis which threatens the world people who live in future. 

We hope the Government Canada would continuously commit itself to solve environmental 

problems in freshwaters, urging the Government of Canada to reconsider its decision to close 

operations at the ELA. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Yoshitaka Tsubaki 

Director of CER 

Center for Ecological Research 

Kyoto University 

Hirano 2-509-3, Otsu 520-2113, Shiga, Japan 

 


