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Rt Hon. Stephen Harper
Prime Minister
CANADA

Dear Prime Minister,
I represent the International Society for Limnology, which is concerned with research on 
inland waters and has over three thousand members in over one hundred countries. The 
Society has been dismayed to learn of the proposed closure in 2013 of Environment 
Canada’s Experimental lakes Area in Ontario. This laboratory is world-famous for the 
quality of its work and the relevance of the problems it studies on a global as well as a 
Canadian basis. It continues to be highly productive and to tackle contemporary 
environmental problems of great concern to us all.

Proposed closure of the laboratory sends the message to the international community that 
Canada no longer has concern for the future of the Earth’s environment, that it cares only 
for its own short-term economy, that it is heedless of the problems the next generation of 
its citizens will face, that it no longer wishes to be a forward-looking, humanitarian 
society. Your ministers have argued that the work of the laboratory can be carried on 
through the Universities, but my members can tell them, from a wealth of experience, 
that the sort of work that the ELA carries out requires long-term funding, for it is 
impossible to maintain with the short-term funding that University research units 
typically have available. The lack of specific plans to continue the work makes this an 
empty proposal. Moreover the proposed closure appears to be the latest move in a 
concerted attempt to reduce the amount of government-funded environmental work in 
Canada. We have noted also your government’s moves to restrict the freedom of 
Canadian government scientists to give their views to the public through the media and 
we do not see that as a symptom of enlightened government.

The structure of science is such that its proponents are much more likely to give an 
honest and accurate view of world situations than advisers in other groups, such as 
business and economy, which have much more narrow and self-serving objectives. You 
will know, for example the enormous changes that your northern regions are experiencing 
through even the current degree of climate change and you will have been advised that 
some of your policies, for example in the exploitation of the Alberta oil shales, are 
contributing to a worsening of these problems. The scientific community is dismayed that 
politicians seem so powerless to respond to the massive objective evidence of the 
environmental problems that we are experiencing and that are annually worsening and 
instead listen much more readily to the whisperings of commercial lobbies. There is little 
point in shoring up economies and political systems that can have no future, for it is they 
that are the causes of our present situation. 

The proposal to close the ELA is a small symptom of the institutional malaise that now 
besets all countries and threatens our children and grandchildren and beyond; Canada has 
for many years been seen as enlightened and a major contributor to reversing that 
situation. Your present policies appear to be undermining that reputation and we would 
urge you to reconsider them. We are certain that you will want your tenure in office, 
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remembering that in the span of environmental issues, all government is inherently 
ephemeral, to be remembered as enlightened rather than destructive.

Yours sincerely,

Professor Brian Moss,
President, International Society for Limnology

Cc Rt Hon Keith Ashfield, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans
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