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The Right Honourable Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P  
Prime Minister of Canada  
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A2 
pm@pm.gc.ca  

Open Letter 

Wolfville, June 7, 2012 

Dear Prime Minister,  

The Atlantic Geoscience Society is deeply concerned about the erosion of Canada’s geoscience 

knowledge base, resulting from Federal Government budget cuts in these last twelve months. AGS 

represents several hundred earth science professionals in the Atlantic Provinces and is affiliated with 

national and international earth science organizations. Many of our members are directly involved in 

the resource sector.  

The growing world population will require increasing amounts of both non-renewable and renewable 

earth resources. By focusing on only the extraction aspect of these resources, Canada short changes its 

citizens and its importance as a world player in the resource economy diminishes. A modern resource 

economy is not one where resources are simply taken out of the ground, but it must aggressively build a 

value-added industry. This is something that Canada has ignored to a certain extent, and it will surely 

lag behind the rest of the world in the future as a result of these budget cuts and closures. In the long 

run, this will make our country more vulnerable to fluctuating commodity prices, a reality that is outside 

our control.  

In order to exploit these resources in an environmentally sound manner, governments owe it to their 

citizens that knowledge necessary for all aspects of resource production is cutting edge. In order to do 

this, long-term investments in the knowledge economy must be made by all taxpayers, i.e. by the 

national government, as only Federal research entities are capable of sustained data collection, quality 

assurance and data management that this effort demands. In addition, only Federal research entities 

are in a legal position where they can share their data with all stakeholders, an aspect that is 

increasingly important in an age of open access based scientific enterprise.  
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The immediate reason for writing this letter is the elimination of key positions within the Bedford 

Institute of Oceanography (Dartmouth, NS), for example, the leadership of the Center of Offshore Oil, 

Gas and Energy Research (COOGER) at the DFO. COOGER holds internationally recognized expertise in 

what is and will continue to be a critical field: the understanding of how petroleum behaves when 

(accidentally) released in the natural environment, and what can be done to remediate such a 

catastrophe. Canada needs this expertise now and in the future, as offshore hydrocarbon exploration 

and production increases along our shores and in particular in the Arctic.  

Federal investments in the knowledge economy serve as crucial multiplier for innovation in public-

private partnerships and private enterprises. With the elimination of PEARL1, the LIDAR observation 

stations, ELA2 and now the COOGER leadership, Canada’s international reputation as a modern pro-

science country will be irrevocably harmed to the detriment of all Canadians.  

Governments must provide vision and leadership towards a future economy that is truly progressive. 

Scientific knowledge is the basis of all progress. We must develop and export this intellectual resource, 

as we develop and export our natural resources for Canada’s economic growth.  

The Atlantic Geoscience Society urges you to reconsider these decisions. 

Sincerely, 

 

Elisabeth C. Kosters, President 

Copies: 
Hon. Gary Goodyear, Minister of State for Science and Technology, gary.goodyear@parl.gc.ca  
Hon. Peter MacKay – MP Central Nova, Federal Minister for Nova Scotia, peter.mackay@parl.gc.ca  
Hon. Scott Brison – MP Kings Hants, scott.brison@parl.gc.ca  
Hon. Robert Chisholm – MP Dartmouth – Cole Harbour, Robert.chisholm@parl.gc.ca  
Hon. Kennedy Stewart – MP Burnaby-Douglas, British Columbia, Official Opposition critic for Science 
and Technology, kennedy.stewart@parl.gc.ca  
 
Hon. Darrell Dexter – premier of Nova Scotia, premier@gov.ns.ca  
Hon. Kathy Dunderdale – premier of Newfoundland and Labrador, premier@gov.nl.ca  
Hon. David Alward – premier of New Brunswick, premier@gnb.ca  
Chronicle Herald, letters@herald.ca  
Times Transcript New Brunswick tteditor@timestranscript.com  
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