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June 7, 2012 
 
The Right Hon. Stephen J. Harper, P.C., B.A., M.A. 
House of Commons.  
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A0A6. 
 
Dear Mr Harper, 
 
On May 23, 2012 The National Council of Women of Canada [NCWC] sent the attached letter to the Hon. 
Keith Ashfield, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, objecting strenuously to the cancellation of funding for the 
world renowned Experimental Lakes Area [ELA] research program. NCWC asked the Minister  to “ intervene 
personally to protect this unique and irreplaceable facility, “which has such a tremendous history of 
successful, ground-breaking, fiscally responsible, environmental research that has helped Canada be a leader 
in protecting our environment and that of other countries.” 
Subsequently, at the National Council’s 119th AGM on June3, 2012, our voting body, representing hundred’s 
of thousands of Canadians from coast to coast, was informed of the vital work of the ELA and its sudden de-
funding. Mindful of our long-held strong policies regarding the over-riding importance of precautionary 
environmental protections through visionary government legislation, policies, programs and investments, 
the plenary body approved the following motion: 
 
“That the NCWC President send a letter to the Prime Minister to object strenuously to the withdrawal of 
funding of the unique world renowned Experimental Lakes Area research program and to ask that the 
Government overturn this decision”. 
 
Mr Harper, NCWC urges you to look favourably on our request and to act expeditiously on this matter. In this 
way, Canada will continue to be a world leader in the type of research conducted at the ELA which allows for 
the environmental and health protection of Canadians and many millions of people world-wide, through 
exemplary “whole ecosystem” research in such important areas as acid rain, eutrophication of lakes from 
human sources, mercury pollution, greenhouse gas production, aquaculture and trans-boundary smog 
emissions. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Denise Mattok 
President 
National Council of Women of Canada  
 
 
c.c. Mr T. Mulcair, Leader of the Official Opposition 
       Mr Bob Rae, Leader of the Liberal Party 
       Ms E. May, Leader of the Green Party. 
 


