
 
 

 

 

Honourable Keith Ashfield 
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON 
K1A OA6 
 
June 1, 2012 
 
Minister Ashfield: 
 
Recently, the Government of Canada decided to decommission the Experimental Lakes Area (ELA).  The 
decision to close this world class, in-situ research site near Vermilion Bay, ON sets Canada’s scientific agenda in 
the wrong direction with respect to regional watershed research. By closing the ELA, Canada will have 
abandoned a position of leadership that will damage Canada’s ability to conduct world-class research and harm 
Canada’s international reputation for innovation. 
 
University of Waterloo students believe that the decision of the Federal government to shut down the ELA will 
have far-reaching negative consequences for all Canadians. As one of Canada’s premiere research facilities, the 
ELA has one of the longest, most complete and unique sets of information on water quality in the world and is an 
integral part of how Canada educates and trains researchers, develops environmental law and manages its 
freshwater resources. With new developments in the use of nanotechnology in manufacturing practice, there is a 
strong need for research into the potential for negative impacts on human health and safety.  The ELA offers a 
natural setting to conduct such fundamental research. Recently, the ELA has also served as an important research 
centre for the development of aquaculture in Ontario, and the government’s decision to cut funding from the ELA 
will greatly hinder this growing industry.  
 
This decision seriously reduces experiential learning for young scholars. Fieldwork cannot be replaced by 
teaching in a classroom. Our students hope that you recognize that the ELA is fundamentally important to the 
education of early career researchers and is essential for providing valuable scientific knowledge for the 
development of national and international polices. Closing the ELA demonstrates a wilful neglect for the 
environment, innovation, researchers, and students. The University of Waterloo Graduate Student Alliance urges 
you to reverse this decision. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Michael Makahnouk     Hassan Nasir 
Vice President, External     President 
Ph.D. Candidate     Ph.D. Candidate 
Department of Earth & Environmental Sciences  Department of Civil & Environmental Engineering 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

Zachary Dayler 
National Director 
Canadian Alliance of Student Associations 
 
 
 
cc: 
Greg Rickford, MP for Kenora 
Harold Albrecht, MP Kitchener—Conestoga 
Peter Braid, MP Kitchener—Waterloo 
Stephen Woodworth, MP Kitchener Centre 
Ryan Cleary, MP St. John’s South—Mount Pearl 
Robert Chisholm, MP Dartmouth—Cole Harbour 
Hon. Lawrence MacAulay, MP Cardigan 
Justin Trudeau, MP Papineau  
Elizabeth May, MP Saanich—Gulf Islands 
 


