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June 22, 2012 
 
The Honourable Keith Ashfield 
Minister, Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
Parliamentary Office, House of Commons 
Room 107, Confederation Building 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0A6 
 
Re: Imminent closure of the Experimental Lakes Area (ELA) 
 
 
Dear Minister Ashfield, 
 
I am writing on behalf of a new international science initiative known as the Global Lake 
Temperature Collaboration (GLTC). We are a group of more than 50 lake scientists from 15 
countries (http://snr.unl.edu/GLTC/participants.html), with a common goal to understand – from 
a long-term perspective – how climate change is affecting (and will affect) freshwater resources 
across the globe.  Remarkably, we have found that the rate at which lakes are warming is, in 
many cases, faster than air temperature.  These rapid, unprecedented changes in lake temperature 
have profound implications for lake ecosystems and the services that they provide to the world’s 
citizens. 
 
Our members recently gathered at a workshop in Lincoln, Nebraska (USA) and were shocked 
and dismayed to discover that the Canadian government intends to cease its financial support of 
the Experimental Lakes Area (ELA), potentially even closing the facility.  This would be a 
devastating blow to lake science, and we urge you to reconsider this decision.  This world-
renowned, Government of Canada facility, along with its dedicated staff and scientists, provide a 
valuable and unique contribution to the long-term, global study of lake ecosystems.  Such a 
contribution is unlikely to be achieved without significant financial support from your 
government.  Universities simply do not have the mandate for long-term monitoring.  Instead, 
the future of the ELA requires a long-term, federal commitment to keep the facility open without 
interruption, to keep its scientific team intact, and to maintain or improve core funding. 
 
Our ability to detect and understand the impacts of climate change on freshwater resources 
depends on high-quality data from long-term monitoring stations around the globe.  The ELA, 
which has collected long-term monitoring data on climate and lake ecosystems for more than 40 
years, represents an important contribution to these efforts.  Not only does the ELA provide the 
necessary data to understand the linkages between climate change and lake temperatures, it is 
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very unique among the world’s long-term monitoring stations in collecting important data on 
water quality and biota (i.e., plants and animals).  Thus, the ELA not only provides important 
data to our lake temperature network, but it also provides the detailed information necessary to 
determine how lake warming impacts water quality, as well as aquatic plants and animals. The 
need to understand the impacts of climate change on inland waters is not limited to our current 
efforts.  Rather, the ELA represents the Gold Standard of long-term monitoring stations, and its 
value will only increase with the length of the data collection. In contrast, the discontinuation of 
long-term monitoring would have a significant, detrimental impact on our ability to understand 
changes in lake ecosystems and would severely limit the value of historical data that have 
already been collected. 
 
On behalf of the GLTC science team, I would like to thank you for considering our request to 
restore funding for the ELA. The loss of this facility would truly be a tragedy for future 
generations of citizens, scientists, and others who recognize the enormous value of lakes and the 
important freshwater resource that they provide to society. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Dr. John D. Lenters 
GLTC Lead Investigator 
Associate Professor 
School of Natural Resources 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
723 Hardin Hall 
Lincoln, NE 68583-0987 
jlenters2@unl.edu 
 


